
Wooden penological buildings designated as important cultural properties
and the story of how Abashiri Prison contributed to Hokkaido's development

We l c o m e t o
the Abashiri Prison Museum

The prisons in Hokkaido played an important role in the development of
Hokkaido.

When we chink about reclamation in Hokkaido, we think of tondenhei
(farmer-soldiers) and other settlers. Much less is known about how prison laborers

laid the foundation for Hokkaido's modern development.
Just after the Meiii Restoration of 1867, it became an urgent task of the Japanese

government to swiftly develop Hokkaido in response to the threat of Russia's
southward expansionist policy. But in Japan, confusion reigned, from rebellions by
former samurai. Many political prisoners and ideological offenders were imprisoned.
The government established prisons in Hokkaido for the purpose of holding these
prisoners as laborers. Abashiri Prison was established in 1890 as a branch prison of
Kushiro Prison. 1,200 prison inmates were mobilized to build the central road
between Abashiri and Asahikawa. They built 163 km of road in just 8 months.

Prison inmates were responsible for reclaiming farmland and building roads and
railroads through Hokkaido.

The Abashiri Prison Museum is a valuable entity that tells the story of Hokkaido's
ea r ly m o d e r n d e v e l o p m e n t .

Take a grand tour of wooden penological buildings that have been standing in a
harsh natural environment for more than a century.

h e r h o r t r o l r o f t h e Abashirt P r i s o n Museum t a k e s a b o u t 6 0 m i n u t e s .
f o r t h e Coonda t h e s a n d a t o u r t a l e s a h o n s 1 2 0 m i n u t e s S t a r t v o u r v i s i t a t t h e

Tour o f t h e Administration Building. Exhibits a t the Administration Building explain
Abashiri Prison t h e r o l e s p l a v e d b u o r i s o n s i n H o k k a i d o a n d h i g h l i g h t a rch i tec tura l

t e c h n o l o o v i s e d i n t h e A b a s h i r i p r i s o n b u i l d i n a ‹ . C h e c k o u t t h e s e
M i n c o n t e n

p y h i b i t s b e f o r e v o u t a k e t h e G r a n d T o u r o f t h e A b a s h i r i P r i s o n M u s e u m .

M u s e u m s h o p
and café space
Prison-themed souvenirs and related
l i m i t e d - e d i t i o n b o o k s c a n b e p u r c h a s e d

at the museum shop. A café space
s t a n d s n e x t t o t h e m u s e u m s h o p

Abashiri Prison
Museum

M u s e u m s h o o

Kangoku Cafeteria
Meals at Kangoku Cafeteria are modeled on
those served at the modern Abashiri Prison.
I tems on our m e n u a l so i n c l u d e a
Japanese-style hamburger steak of "Abashiri
P r i s o n w a g y u b e e f " . E n j o y t h e m e a l s !

[Access]
F r o m M e m a m b e t s u A i r p o r t

4 Car: 20 min. @Bus: 25 min. (to IR Abashiri Sta.)
F r o m I P A b s c h i r i S t a ( o b o u t 1 k m )

f O n f o o t a h o u t 4 0 min. C a r a h o u t 7 min.

"Bus
S A b s c h i r ; T o u r i e m C i t o e C i r c u i t R u e

Get off at the Abashiri Prison Museum stop
( N o t e Service runs in only certain seasons.)

A R h e r o _ b o u n d c h e d u l e d b u e s c

Get off at the "Tentozan-iriguchi stop.
A l a t e . T h e e n r o e s S m o t s h l e t e o u t b l e s t t h e e l i t e

A h a c h i o n e

TEL 0152-43-4101 htto://www.abashiribus.com/

Abashiri Prison 11 Aza robio, Abathi totsaid 03932421 APAN
Museum httos://www.kangoku.ip

T h e Abashiri Prison Museum opened i n 1983 a s a n outdoor museum

where 25 historical buildings o f the original Abashiri Prison are conserved and exhibited.
T h e relocated a n d restored buildings were constructed

berween the late 19th century and the early 20th century,
and are the oldest existing wooden penological buildings in the world.

I n 2016, cight o f the relocated and
restored buildings were designated a s national important cultural properties and

six were registered as tangible cultural properties.




